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POT IN ARCHIVES 


Access to Negatives, Slides 
and X-Rays of President’s 


Family Withheld Pictures 
The X-rays, slides and nega- 
tives, plus some prints, were 
made from undeveloped film 
t hat had be en turned nmr t 0 
the Kennedy family , and with- 
held by it for reasons of taste. 

The autopsy was conducted 
at Bethesda' Naval Hospital in 
suburban Bethesda, Md., on the 
night of the President’s as- 
sassination. Medical personnel 
took the pictures, and the 


the Secret Service. 


Continued From Page 1, Col. 8 

President Kennedy in the hack 
of the neck did not come out 
through the throat, and they 
have suggested that the pic- 
tures and X-rays were being 
suppressed to conceal this. 

These critics have implied 
that another bullet, perhaps 
fired by another assassin, struck 
Governor Connally. 

The limitations on access to 
the pictures were included in a 
letter to the Archives signed by 




barren Saw Photos 


This was disclosed tonight b y 
t he~Justiee Department, whic h 
said that under an agreement 
with the family the 65 X-rays, 
color slides and black and white 


n egatives would oe availnhlp ir> 
Fe deral law-enforcement agen 
cies. 

However, for the next five 
years access by scholars and 
other unofficial inves tigators 
will be _granted onl^r with th e 

A Justice Department spokes- 
man said that tw^Navyphysi- 
cians who participafedTmuie 
autopsy had ^eer^h^gig^jjres 
a nd X-rays today fo p 
time and had said the material 
Ico rroborated tHelr* testi mony to 
the warren Commissio n and the 
commission’s conclusions about 


e departm ent spokesman 

who 

said toni 

e 

criticism of the Warrpn On™. 


mission’s report. 

A rash of recent books' and 
articles have questioned the 
commission’s conclusion that a 
single bullet from the rifle : of 
Lee Harvey Oswald passed 
through the President’s body 
and struck Gov. John B. .Con- 
nally Jr. of Texas. 

Some critics have contended 
that the bullet that struck 
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orcement of- 




;<8For the next five years ac 




consent of 


will remain 


in effect throughout the life 





President’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, and 
the President's brothers and 

Mr. Marshall , formerly Assist- 
ant Attorney General in charge 
of civil rights and now .genera l 
counsel of the International 














f amily’3~representative in uc- 
ciamg who will be gran ted 
access To the photographic 
items. - 

. Under the agreement, the 
Archives could release them for 
publication after the named 
members of the family had died. 

Clothing Put in Archives 

The' Justice Department 
spokesman said that to his : 
knowledge the Archives now 
had all the items concerning 
the assassination that had been 
in the hands of the Kennedy 
family. 

Under the agreement, the 
clothing worn hy the President 
when he was assassinated also 
was turned over to the National 
Archives. This had been in the 
hands of the Government. Pho- 
tographs of the clothing appear 
in the Warren Commission 
report. 

Un der the restrictions aryn li- 
cable to them, an y Governme nt 
investi gative body ihas full 
a ccess to the clothing, but ftPB- 
lic dis play is prohibited. . 

Ho wever, any serious scho lar 
would be permitted to look at 
the garments. 

Arlen specter^ who was a key 
Warren Commission lawyer and 
is now District Attorney of 
Philadelphia, has reported that 
the Warren Commission, in in- 
vestigating the circumstances 
of the assassination, decided it 
was unnecessary for its mem- 
bers to review the photographs 
or X-rays. 

Mr. Specter had interviewed 
C.omdr. James J. Humes, an 
autopsy surgeon, and had askedj 
df X-rays would assist him in] 
further specifying 'the nature of j 
President Kennedy’s wounds.] 
The published testimony, inj 
Volume II, Page 371, shows the 
Navy surgeon replied: 

“I do not believe, sir, that; 
the availability of the pictures’ 


would materially assist the parencies. The spokesman gave claiming ownership of the two 

commission.” as one reason for the depart- weapons, which he says he pur- 

Asked hy Mr. Specter about ments request for the data the chased from Oswald’s widow 
the other photographs, Com- desire to c omplete the historic al d „„„„ S wldow ’ 

mander Humes said these would repqrrj nr i-iip f 

show more accurately and in He added that he was “sure n °thing has been 

detail the character of the that the questions which some Published concerning the owner- 
wounds, giving perhaps a more of these books .helped to raise the remainder of Os- 

graphic picture. in the eye of the public” helped w ” s effects, presumably his 

Chief Justice Warren, who lead to the Justice Depart- Wld g^ could now,, 

was presiding, then asked: cent's action. * « V^perty and thus seek 

“If we had the pictures here In an earlier action today, 
and you could look them over Ac ting. Attorney General Clark tp ^ ^ 

again . . . would it cause you tooiTtitie for the Fideral Gov - 
to change any of the testimony amihent ip ail the. physical evi- 
you have given here?” d en~ considered by U» Warre n 

Commander Humes replied: Commission. Since® 1™ aid othlr 

"To the best of my recollec- Acting under a law of 1965 S? half Ilreadv bill 
tion, Mr. Chief Justice, it would that authorized him to decide Sd ovlr to National 

J," . °n articles that should be pre- Archives. 

har %^ a g S? - Critics of the commission re- 

body of evidence ponsid- ™ ItiU <£Lified and haVnof 

? tn’Vha ere< * ^ P 1 ® commxssioIi - to be been released for scrutiny - by 

went to the yF.flufinfll Archives preserved intact. scholars 

^ 111 * PO W recount of the The National Archives Build- j 

^ gr S* memorabilia of the assassina- mg occupies the block -bounded 

1118 PUtop i s ^ j ; tion, ha listed first “one 6.5 mm. by Seventh and Eighth Streets 
pnysKuans are now stationed at Mannlicher-Careano rifle, with and Pennsylvania and Constitu- 
te Bethesda Naval Hospital, telescopic sight, serial No. tion Avenues in Washington’s 
The third physician Col. C2766, including sling and car northwest section. 

Pierre A. Finck. is on dutv m „ 6 6 “ • 

Vietnam. : 1 tnd £ e oll P- Records Preserved 

'fie radiologist who- took the; ^ It houses the Office of Civil 

i X-rays, whose.' name wife' -Mj!* Archives and the Office of Mili- 

1 given tonight, also authenti- p^ id ^f ^^omMed * s| Jy' Archives, and it preserves 

cated the X-rays. gSS£ Government and other records 

Doctors’ Testimony The list also included" ’the .38 Va ? e ’ , aI ' r f"f es 

Accordin'* to the Justice De- special Smith and Wesson re- anc ] Publishes guides to them, 
Accormng to me justice iJe- £ ^ makes them available for use 

partment spokesman the two fteml: and exhibits those of historical 

Navy doctors who authenticated hundreds of items found m the significance 
the material today both sgM assassin s quarters. It reproduces some important 

th ey saw no thing new in Ib e T ^ se ^ an S ed ff om such Uems rpgparf .^ materials on micro- 

X-ravs and nictures.- as Oswald s promise to repay film _ These can be purc hased at 

in their testtmony before the the State Departaient for its moderate cost . Historic docu- 
Warren Commission, both said J oan of 5435.71 to brmg him men + s suc }, ,<- the Bill of 
their examination of the Presi- home :from the Soviet Union Riebts are renroduced in fac- 
dent’s body indicated that the an d his undesirable discharge S j m ji e f or sade 
bullet that struck him in the from the Marine Corps to a Top £> r . Robert H. Bahmer, the 
hack of the neck,, Massed out Value stamp book and a Sears, Archivist of the United States, 
his throat. Roebuck catalog. presides over an 1,800-man 

This testimony was crucial to Many of the rfoms listed were si. all that files, preserves and 
the commission’s conclusion that books and pamphlets on the So- thins out the 414 million cubic 
a single bullet had struck the viet Union and Cuba and on f ee t of records 
President and Governor Con- Communist theory. There were produces every year, 
nally. P ress clippings of his pro- Most of the agency’s activities 

Asl^pd ^ everything they saw Castro activities . aiM several concern the management of cur- 
today was corroborat ive the letters to him, including one rent Government records. Most 
doctorsw^resaid to liciv© rc _ sigxisd by Joliu Couually, prs- flips© r r© k©r)f foT* s©v©t , 3 ] 
.pliear^es.;-— ’ sumably the Texas Governor years in 16 record centers 
The spokesma n... emphasized Under the law invoked today around the countr y. Eventually 
they were merely trying fo au- hy Mr. Clark, anyone who has 1 to 3 per cent are placed in 
the niticate thfTHkterial and did a legal claim to any of the items the Archives, 
not study it from a. medic al may file with the Government other functions of the Ar- 
fsta adpomt- within. the next year requesting achives include the preservation 

’Me Justice Department said compensation. 0 f Presidential papers in the 

there were 14 X-rays , .25 black In the case of Oswald’s ef- several Presidential libraries. 
and _ white negativ es and 26 fects.' a Colorado gun collector, .The National Archives and 
1 four-Gy-hve-mcn color trans- John . J. King, has filed suit Records Service is responsible 





f'mjMiA.sFAv ilMnmr 


Warren Commission Exhibit 903, page 96, Volume XVIII, 
demonstrates hypothesis that one bullet struck President 
Kennedy and wounded Texas Gov. John Connally. Detec- 
tives in Dallas sit in positions similar to those occupied 
by President Kennedy, rear seat, and Governor Connally. 
Third detective holds rod showing path ballet could have 
traveled, entering President Kennedy’s back and leaving 


through the lower throat. Bullet then hit Governor 
Connally in back, shattering fifth rib, exiting by right 
breast, hitting right wrist, puncturing left thigh and 
then falling from thigh wound. Autopsy X-rays, color 
slides and black and white negatives taken of President 
Kennedy were viewed by Chief Justice Earl Warren before 
report was issued. Photographs are in National Archives. 


for selecting what records go 
into the Archives and for mak- 
ing available to the Government 
and the public the permanently 
valuable noncurrent records of 
the Federal Government. 

The Archives Building is gen- 
erally open to the public, but 
not all of the records it con- 
tains are available to the 
^public. 


